Carleton College

Carleton Digital Commons
Covid-19 Archive: Documents

Covid-19 Archive: Items

10-23-2009

Carletonian Security Blotter: October 23, 2009
Randy Atchison
Carleton College. Security Services

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.carleton.edu/covid19archive_documents

Recommended Citation
Atchison, Randy, "Carletonian Security Blotter: October 23, 2009" (2009). Covid-19 Archive: Documents.
28.
https://digitalcommons.carleton.edu/covid19archive_documents/28

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Covid-19 Archive: Items at Carleton Digital Commons.
It has been accepted for inclusion in Covid-19 Archive: Documents by an authorized administrator of Carleton
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons.group@carleton.edu.

October 23, 2009

A2

NEWS
NEWS BRIEFS
Carleton community joins most
widespread day of climate
action in history

Cows and Contentment:
News in Northfield
Issues of land ownership in the Northfield area

More than 2000 Events planned around the world
BY SCOTT FOX
The concerns and values of the Carleton students, faculty, and staff regarding climate change will be on display as a
photo petition on Saturday, Oct. 24. 350 pictures will be
displayed around the center of campus, with pictures of the
Carleton community and their message to the Copenhagen
climate negotiations. The event—one of more than 2,000
gatherings in more than 140 nations—is coordinated by
350.org to urge world leaders to take fast and effective
action on global warming. This is the first global campaign
ever organized around a scientific data point: 350 parts per
million CO2 is the safe upper limit for the atmosphere
according to the latest scientific data.
Simultaneously, people in every corner of the world will
be taking similar action, from climbers with 350 banners
high on the melting slopes of Mount Everest to government
officials in the Maldive Islands holding an underwater cabinet meeting to demand action on climate change before their
nation disappears.
Founded by author and environmentalist Bill McKibben,
350.org is the first large-scale grassroots global campaign
against climate change. Its supporters include leading scientists, the governments of 89 countries, and a huge variety
of environmental, health, development and religious
NGOs. All agree that current atmospheric levels of co2—
390 parts per million—are causing damage to the planet and
to its most vulnerable people, and that government action
at the Copenhagen climate conference is required to bring
the earth’s carbon level swiftly down.

Carleton alumnus and
author to address ‘invented’
languages
Arika Okrent, critically acclaimed author and member of the
Carleton College Class of 1992, will present “MAN VS. LANGUAGE! LANGAUGE WINS!: How Language Inventors
Turned the Enemy Into a Muse” on Wednesday, Oct. 28 at
4:30 p.m. in the College’s Language and Dining Center, room
104, followed by a reception with refreshments. Okrent’s lecture will cover topics from her recently published book In the
Land of Invented Languages: Esperanto Rock Stars, Klingon Poets,
Loglan Lovers and the Mad Dreamers Who Tried to Build a Perfect
Language (Spiegel & Grau, 2009). Drawing on invented languages like the Klingon jargon of Star Trek and the international speech of Esperanto, Okrent analyzes the themes and shortcomings of 900 years of man’s quest to design a better language.
Okrent’s appearance is free and open to the public.
As a linguistics major and graduate of the Carleton College
Class of 1992, Okrent was drawn to language at a very young
age. She earned an M.A. in Linguistics at Gallaudet, the
world’s only university for the deaf, and began a Ph.D. program at the University of Chicago. She developed a fascination
with psycholinguistics and worked in gesture and brain research
labs before earning a joint degree in the Department of
Linguistics and Department of Psychology’s Cognition and
Cognitive Neuroscience Program in 2004. During this time,
Okrent focused her linguistic affinity on the art and history of
invented languages, which eventually inspired the creation of
In the Land of Invented Languages. This critically acclaimed
history of artificial language has been deemed “a must-have on
the shelves of all world freaks, grammar geeks, and plain old
language lovers.”

SECURITY BLOTTER
Friday, October 16
 12:25 a.m., Security caught two people trespassing
on Carleton property.
 7:10 p.m., Security transported a student who had
flu-like symptoms to Northfield Hospital.
Saturday, October 17
 9:40 p.m., Security transported a student who had
an unspecified condition to Northfield Hospital.
Sunday, October 18
 7:20 a.m., An intoxicated student was assisted by
Security.
 11:20 p.m., Several students were discovered in
possession of marijuana and smoking paraphernalia.
 11:50 p.m., An over-attended party was broken up
in one of the townhouses.
Monday, October 19
 12:20 a.m., An ill student and friend were assisted
by Security and transported back to their dorm.
 1:30 a.m., A fire alarm was reported at Cassat Hall.
Burned popcorn in a lounge was the cause. No fire.

12:05 p.m., A fire alarm was reported at Parish
Hall. Burned pancakes in the kitchen were the cause.
No fire.
 6:55 p.m., A fire alarm was reported at one of the
townhouses. The cause was a carbon monoxide detector
which had apparently been bumped. No fire.
Tuesday, October 20
 6:55 p.m., Security transported a student who had
an unspecified condition to Northfield Hospital.
 7:05 p.m., Security transported a student who had
flu-like symptoms to Northfield Hospital.

10:45 p.m., Several students were discovered
smoking marijuana in a dorm room.
Wednesday, October 21
 2:50 a.m., Security transported a student and friend
who both had flu-like symptoms to Northfield Hospital.
-Randy Atchison, Security Services

STAFF WRITER

There’s land in these hills!
The city of Northfield may receive
up to nine acres of land for less than
the cost of a donut at Sayles-Hill. A
Northfield family, the Gleasons,
have offered to sell between 6.94 and
9 acres of land for $1 to build a new
fire and/or police headquarters.
The space is located just off of
Hwy. 3 South, next to Upper Lake
Foods and about three miles from
Carleton. According to the Rice
County Assessor’s Office, the nine
acres are believed to be worth about
$265,000. The family was willing to
donate the land for almost no cost if
it was put toward public services.
Northfield needs a new Safety
Center to hold its fire and police
departments. The current one,
located at Fifth Street and Hwy. 3, is
too small and in disrepair. Yet the
land for a buck is just one of the possible sites to place the new Safety
Center. Two other sites have been
recommended by the city’s Safety
Center Task Force; both are a similar
section of the city as the Gleasons’
land. The other sites were appraised
to be worth over three times the price
of the Gleason land. The Task Force
recommends building a $10.4 million, 47,500-square foot joint facility for fire and police.

The City Council will choose one
or two of these three sites to build fire
and police headquarters. All three
are located further south from the
center of town compared to the current Safety Center. To determine the
new location, the city government
will project response times not only
from the sites to different parts of the
city but also from the volunteer firefighters’ homes to their equipment.
City Councilman Kris Vohs said
the $1 land could make building separate police and fire facilities more
affordable.
There’s no land…(at least yet)
Northfield and the Minnesota
Department
of
Transportation
(MnDOT) are still trying to negotiate over the price of an 18,000
square-foot parcel of contaminated
land that the city will buy from
MnDOT. The city has promised
MnDOT that it will buy the land at
market value from them in order to
sell it to the developer of The
Crossing project.
Located at the northeast corner of
Hwy. 3 and Second Street alongside
the railroad tracks, MnDOT wants
$208,000 for the parcel. However,
the city has only offered about
$50,000 due to their leeriness about
the land’s contamination and the
unknown costs of cleanup that
Northfield will have to assume.
The discussions have gone on for
over two years with several proposals

being offered to help settle the dispute, such as having a MnDOTchosen mediator to set the price. On
Monday, the City Council approved
an option to split the difference and
buy the land for $131,000. MnDOT
has not yet responded to the
Council’s offer.
Even more disputes on land
The city of Dundas is also involved
in a dispute over land with the
Minnesota Department of Revenue.
This one involves a 2.7-acre property that formerly was a Kor Ethanol
plant.
The site was given to Dundas in
2005 to be used to build a government municipal center through a tax
forfeit. The city could not find a
buyer to develop the property in three
years, the amount of time Minnesota
gives a city to build a municipal center on a tax-forfeited property.
Dundas believes the Rice County
board of commissioners terminated
the state’s right to the property. The
state disagrees.
Last week, the Dundas City
Council voted 4-1 to file an appeal in
district court if the state tries to take
over the property. The city looks to
lose up to $300,000 from cleaning up
the old ethanol plant if the state
reclaims the land.

Mark Bauerlain hopes he’s wrong at Convo
BY EMILY HARTLEY
NEWS EDITOR

For the sake of our future, Mark
Bauerlain hopes he’s wrong.
Giving last Friday’s convocation on
the effects of technology on adolescents, or “digital natives,” he
opened by telling the students and
Family Weekend visitors in the audience about the criticism he’s received
on his book, "The Dumbest
Generation: How the Digital Age
Stupefies Young Americans and
Jeopardizes Our Future."
“Frankly, I like nothing better than
to be proven wrong by a bright 18
year old,” he said.
Subtitled, “Don’t Trust Anyone
Under 30,” his presentation drew
laughs from parents as he mused
about “the old days” before turning to
a more serious subject matter, focusing on the role of technological overload in stunting intellectual growth.
“First off, it’s not an intelligence
thing,” said Bauerlain, a Professor of
English at Emory University and former Director for the Office of
Research and Analysis at the
National Endowment for the Arts.
More young people today are going to
college than ever before; more are
taking AP classes than ever before.
“On a lot of behavioral measures”
including improved attitudes toward
parents, lowered rates of teenage
pregnancy and high civic engagement
and voting rates, Bauerlain said, “we
do find young people doing quite
well.”
What, then, seems to be the
problem? Bauerlain pointed out at
least two things— the cell phone and
the Internet, via social networking
sites— though he largely ignored the
positive sides of these advancements.
When students leave his classes at
Emory, he said, checking their cell
phones is the first thing they do.
“It’s so much a part of your lives
that it’s very easy to take it for granted,” he said. “Whenever something
new acquires that trait of ‘just being
there,’ you have to register its
impact.”
To do this, he suggested keeping in
mind life without a cell phone.
Playing off the parents in the audience, Bauerlain reminisced about
arriving home from school thirty-five
years ago, talking with his parents
and listening to Walter Cronkite.
“At 6:00, social life was over,” he
said. “That old, powerful force of
peer pressure had some relief.”
Today, according to Bauerlain,
students are missing that relief.
Their bedrooms have become “social
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Mark Bauerlain speaks about how the growth of technology has
stunted intelligence in younger generations.
hubs,” where phones, Facebook and
iPods constantly connect them to
peers and the stress of “managing” a
social life.
“Even when you’re disconnected,
things could be going on,” he said.
“You can’t withdraw from this world
just by turning it off.”
To demonstrate this point,
Bauerlain showed a clip from the
2008 documentary American Teen,
which follows a group of high school
students in Warsaw, Ind. for ten
months. In the clip, a girl sends an
inappropriate picture to a friend
before she goes to sleep, and by the
next morning, the photo has spread
to several other friends and classmates.
In this situation and others,
Bauerlain said, the touted positive
aspects of constant communication
become the opposite.
For example, “look at the faces of
your friends when they’re checking
for texts or phone calls,” he said.
“It’s not joy. It’s anxiety.”
Bauerlain believes that the pressures of hyper-connection steer
young people away from intellectual
growth and maturation. He generalizes their heroes as “the popular
crowd or the athletes, not Abraham
Lincoln.”
“You need to have an adult bring
that in,” he continued. “If peer
pressure never ceases, it doesn’t
leave a moment for adult voices to
come into their lives.”
In an attempt to make his argument more concrete, Bauerlain cited
two test questions—one from a 2001
National History Exam regarding the
Allied Powers in World War Two
and one from a 2006 National Civics
Exam regarding the identification of a
“Colored Entrance” sign in a 1950s

photograph—that only half of students were able to answer correctly.
“When leisure life is so separate
from school, when young people are
taking a course in Government and
see no parallel with their lives, when
class is over, they forget it,” he said.
“It indicates there’s something more
going on than students just not learning these things. What’s going on is
other pressures are pushing these
things out of the picture.”
In the question and answer session
following Bauerlain’s presentation,
students addressed this generalization.
“I get the sense that you’re not
giving us the whole picture,” James
Hannaway ’10 said, pointing out the
intellectual possibilities of social networking, including political uses.
“Why isn’t [your book] called ‘It’s
Complicated?’” he asked. “You’re
advancing an intellectually dishonest
narrative.”
Bauerlain called “dishonest” a
“strong word” but agreed that the
technological issues he discussed were
far more complicated than presented.
“If you want to get into a public
discussion, you have to talk in strong
terms,” he said. “You often end up
simplifying the message, and when
people criticize you, you have to
admit the simplification.”
Responding to a comment by
Drew Chambers ’10 challenging the
notion of the uninterested student
that Bauerlain describes, Bauerlain
admitted, “I think we are going to see
in the coming years a sort of withdrawal from the [constant technological] connection.”
For the sake of our future, in this
case, he hopes he’s right.

